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most certainly reduced the parliament, at least to
good terms of peace, in two years' time.
The king was the third article: his force at
Shrewsbury I have noted already; the alacrity of
the gentry filled him with hopes, and all his army
with vigour, and the 8th of October, 1642, his ma-
jesty gave orders to march. The earl of Essex had
spent above a month after his leaving London (for
he went thence the 9th of September) in modelling
and drawing together his forces; his rendezvous
was at St. Albans, from whence he marched to
Northampton, Coventry, and Warwick, and leaving
garrisons in them, he comes on to Worcester.
Being thus advanced, he possesses Oxford, as I
noted before, Banbury, Bristol, Gloucester, and
Worcester, out of all which places, except Glou-
cester, we drove him back to London in a very little
while.
Sir John Biron had raised a very good party of
five hundred horse, most gentlemen, for the king,
and had possessed Oxford; but on the approach of
Lord Say quitted it, being now but an open town,
and retreated to Worcester; from whence, on the
approach of Essex's army, he retreated to the king*
And now all things grew ripe for action, both parties
having secured their posts, and settled their schemes
of the war, taken their posts and places as their
measures and opportunities directed, the field was
next in their eye, and the soldiers began to inquire
when they should fight; for as yet there had been
little or no blood drawn, and it was not long before
they had enough of it; for I believe I may challenge
all the historians in Europe to tell me of any war
in the world where, in the space of four years, there
were so many pitched battles, sieges, fights, and
skirmishes, as in this war; we never encamped or
intrenched, never fortified the avenues to our posts,

